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ANNUAL STATEMENT

Commissioners’ Report Submitted to
the President Today.

EXHIBIT FOR FISCAL YEAR

Police and Fire Departments and
Public Schools.

THE NEEDS OF DISTRICT

The Commissioners of the District today
submitted (o the President for the Informa-
ticn of Congress, as required by law, their
annual report for the fiscal year which
ended June 30, 1900. It is as follows:

Appropriations and Revenues.

The appropriations for the year, which
were payable out of the general revenues
and embraced all but the appropriations for
the water department, were $§7,132,541.53.
This included $258,285.70 of disbursemenis
on account of damages incident to the ex-
tenslon of streets, and for other purposes,
wholly out of the revenues derived from
taxation of private property and privileges.

The receipia from taxes and other re-
gources applicable to the payment of saii
appropriationa (including the amount con-
tr:butable by the United States as its share
‘of the Distirict expenses, and a surplu3 of
$603,255.28 of District revenues of former
years) were $7,520,418.76.

The expenditures of the water department
were $407.174.42, and were wholly payable
out of the revenues received from water
rents and assessments. The revenues of
eraid department, including a balance of for-
mer vears amounting to $351,712.08, were
$715,661.42.

The detalls of the revenues and expz3ndl-
tures for the year are stated In the accom-
panying reports of the collector of taxea
and the auditor, respectively.

Funded Debt.

The funded debt of the District of Colum-
bia on June 30, 100, was §15,084.570.18. No
portion of 1t was incurred under the pres-
ent form of the District government. The
.treasurer of the United States, who 1=
charged with its management, reports ‘t In
od detail, as follows:
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adidition to this indebtedness the Li=-
trict had a small floating debt for current
amnd emergent expenses not authorized by
autecsden. appropriations: but this floating
W was not more than the revenues were

fficient to meet, as well as to provide for

Lhie current annual expenses,
Trust Obligations.

Diztrict o. Columbia Is required to

ve un payment of special assessmenis

of arrears of general taxes $10,447.20 o1

crawhback certificates which were Issuad
under acts of Congress approved June 19,
ISTS, vol me 20, page 166; June 27, 1579,
Volume 20 page 166, June 27, 1879, volume
<1, page 36, July 5. 1s84, volume 23, page
102, and gune 2, 1800, volume 26, page 124,
as rebates for overcharges or interest on
.aceount of speclal assessments levied by

form r municipal governments: and {s alsn
under obiigatious to pay out of the genera!

fund, under section two of the act of March
1. 1894, entitied “An act to provide for the
dispesition of assessment certificates of the

ret of Columbia, and for other pu--
s, about W whenever a certain out-
di=g mvalld special assessment lien for
.74, bearing interest at 10 per ceut per
annum 1 July 2, 18, Is presented for re-
“demption. To the extent of those 1wo
‘amounts the District Is practically indebt-
td to the owners of the certificates na
the holder of the lien. The issue of dr w-
ok certificates after June 30, 1899, Is pro-
ed by t'  Distriet of Columbia appro
lution law approved March 3, 1809.
vre was outstanding July 1, 180
hands of private holders, $3.756.38 of
n= against private property for special
provements and secured by speclal as-

s sments of like amount, and $1.343.48
i =erip issued against private property for
the cost of abutting public improvements,
By 1} te corporation of the city of Wash-
irgtor and also secured by an equal
amou of =pecial assessments. In case
any of said assessments should for any rea-
fon become uncoliectible, the liens or SCrip

uld b= redeemable out of the general
nd under raid aet of March 1, 18, and
extent are an obligation of the
MEtriet,

Any obligation that the District Is under
[ account of any of said

ich more than offset by the special as-
<=ments due the Distrlet, amounting to
$17.105.21, and accrued interest thereon at
Lie rate of 1@ per cent per annum for
ki oaverage of more than twenty vears, and
ii=h ecollections of such assessments now
111 the hands of the treasurer of the United
*.States amounting to $1,000.

{ hesapeake and Ohio Canal Bonda.
IDvstrict of Columbia, as the suc-
the munlcipal corporations of

The
cissor of

Wiashington and Georgetown, also possesses
& nominal asset of $75,000 In bonds of the
Company.
bonds are 6 per cent coupon bonds,
Farermy of which were tssued to the city of
Washington and $25,00 to Georgetown, In

Clesapeake and Ohlo Canal

T hese

exchange for a like amount of stock of
faid munieipalities. They were prepared
under an act of the state of Maryland ap-
» proved In 1544, which authorized the cana!

company to utter $1L,700,0%6 of such securi-
and making
on the revenues of the com-
INKD.
Interest is due on them since July 1, 1564,
Those securities are in the custody of the
treasurer of the United States as ex-officio
Commissioner of the District of Columbia

complete the canal,
lien

The bonds matured May 31,

Lo
Lthem a
pimy.

Les
-

»

certificates is

sirking fund, who refers at length to their
status on pages 15 and 16 of his sixth an-
nual report, pages 15 and 16 of his seventh
annual report and pages 14 and 15 of his
eighth annual report.

Estimates for 1901.

Estimates for the support of the govern-
ment of the Distriet for the fiscal year to
end June 30, 1901, were prepared and sub-
mitted to the Secretary of the Treasury In
compliance with law. They amounted to
$7.657,773.31, including $135,241 to be pald
out of the water fund. The details of these
estimates are contained in the book of es-
timates for that year, which was published
by the Treasury Department. -

General Assessment.

The assessor reports the assessment of
taxable real and personal property in the
District of Columbia on June 30, 1800, and
the estimated tax derivable therefrom, as
follows:

Wf:';;‘l‘}'ff;’ﬁn"};{‘;l ..... $82.737,086.00

Taxable on Improve- 70.843.235.00
MenlsS. cccessassrsen . w - ;15:!,530.321-00
Washington county:
Taxable on land at

e R s £11,643.067.00
Taxable on Improve- 8707:360/60

ments at $1.50..... __.:_u. A 20,350,167.00
Taxahble on land at

SO0 .. viainies $4.501,423.00
Taxuble on 'mprove- 91596000

ments at $1.00..... $19.900-00, 5,421.323.00

SP5S nlue of taxable
T?-T:il :f?:ff'.’..' ................ $179,351,811.00

Personal property..... $10.326.585.00
Btreet railways taxed =
on grosa receipts. .... 1,371,348.00

—_— 11,697,933.00
Total assessed value of taxable
real ?Bt:llle inld picertm-l;abu;;rnp-
erty in the District o um- ",
hlaron July 1, 1800.......... $101,040,744.00
]
Al;n&wrll‘ti of tal:" .
yashington ecity, a
81.50.8.' ............ $2,303.704.87
Washington county,
At SED0. ... 806,252.51
Washington county,
at $1.00...coivuunn b54,218.23
Total real estate
[ 1 b e R 2,063,170.56
$10.326.5805 rsonal
property, at $1.50... # §3564,808.78
$1.271.84 ErOs8  re-
ceipte street railway,
at 4 per cent........ B4.853.92
Total tax cn personal property..... 200,752.70
on real and personal
Tr].!tr:)lpetr‘t; .............. PP $2,872,923.28

Rate of General Tax.

The rate of general tax for.the year was
fixed at $1.50 on each $100 of all taxable
personal property and of all real property,
except that used solely for agricultural
purposes, the rate of which was §1 per $100
of assessed valuation.

Population.
The population of the District of Colum-
bla, according to the census of 1900, is
278,718,
A Municipal Bullding.

Among the many pressing needs of the
District goyernment there is not one which
constitutes more of an emergency than the
want of a filreproof munleipal bun.ding. For
nearly thirty years the local government
has been compelled to rely upon such rent-
ed buildings as could from time to time be

found most avallable,

When it is considered that all plats and
records of underground construction, as
well as all records relating to assessments

' and taxes, are stored in a building which

may be destroyed by fire, and that such
destruction would involve an Injury to
United States and Distriet interests which
would be irreparable and wholly beyond
computation In money values, the Invest-
ment of an amount necessary to construct
an appropriate fireproof District bui .ng,
which would avoid such a catastrophe,
would eeem to be required by common
sense and by the ordinary precautions which
a business man would take for the protec-
tion of his own Interests.
The Ansensor.
In the office of the assessor the card index
system has been instituted with regard to
arrears of taxes, the numerical index, and
all outstanding tax sales since 1878. The
inauguration of _his system wlill greatly ex-
pedite the transaction of the public busi-
ness, and will conduce to the convenience
of all who have business with that office.
Recently the office of the clerk In charge of
special assessments, and that of the clerk
having charge of assessments for water
malns, have been consolidated with the as-
sessor's office. It is believed that thereby
the convenience of taxpayers will be sub-
served and a better system of facilitating
the issuance of tax bills and certificates of
taxes will ensue.
The Collector of Taxen.

The Commissioners Invite special atten-
tlon to the estimate for an increase of the
force in the collector's office, the business
of which has grown far beyond the ability
of the present employves to properly perform
1t. The numerous subdivisions of land
which have been made In recent years have
by increasing the number of separate par-
cels of land correspondingly added to the
number of tax accounts with which the
collector’s office has to deal. While thls in-
crease in the number of accounts is burden-
scme in every branch of the office, 1t makes
particularly onerous the work of preparing
the statements and certificates in connec-
tion with the sales for delinquent taxes,
which have to be completed within a very
limited period. Over five thousand of such
certi..cates have been prepared and issued
during each of the last two years, and the
number will probably be as large or larger
in the future. This work has made it ne-
cessary to provide assistance for the col-
lector during Its progress by detalling clerks
from other offices, to the prejudice of the
work In the offices to which they belong.
As the most of those so detailed are un-
familiar with the tax records, frequent and
serious errors occur, which might be avoid-
ed by clerks accustomed to the records by
reason of thelr regular employment. From
time to time new duties with respect to
varfous forms of special assessments and
permits have been imposed, and contribute
to augment an amount of work already
largely disproportionate to the force allot-
ted to its performance, and render the rec-
ommended increases necessary for the ade-
quate accommodation of the publie, ‘and the
keeping of a proper system of accounts,

Street Cleawing.

The hand system of cleaning the streets
of Washington, which was adopted July 1,
1807, has been continued with unqualified
success; and the area cleaned by hand Is
being increased as rapidly as the appro-
priations therefor will allow. The dally
ar#a cleaned during the first year was
94,128 square yards, at a contract price
of 32 cents per 1,000 square yards. The
second year the daily hand cleaning sched-
ule was Increased to 702,640 square yards,
of which 305,512 were cleaned directly by
the District, the average cost of which was
14 cents per 1,000 square yards, as com-
pared with 352 cents per 1,000 square yards
paid the contractor for the same work.

The excellent showing made by the super-
intendent of street cleaning in demonstrat-
ing that the work for which a contractor
was pald 32 cents per 1,000 square yards

4 could be done under his supervision without

contract for 18 cents per 1,000, caused the
insertion of a provision in the appropria-
tion act for the fiscal year ended June 30,
1900, which Hmited the rate to be paid un-
der contract to 22 cents per 1,000 square
yards, thereby enabling the Commission-
ers to secure a contract at the rate of 213
cents per 1,000 square yards. By this re-
duction in the rate they were enabled to in-
crease the dally schedule to 1,230,778 square
yards. In the current appropriation act
Congress further reduced the limit be
paid under contract to 20 cents pertq,om
square yards, and Iin the event of fallure
to secure a contract at 20 cents or less,
authorized the Commissioners to do the
work without contract. As no blds were
received, the work is being done by day
labor without contract, the cost of which
will not be more than 18 cents per 1,000

square yards, in which 1s included the ex-

penses of equipping the department with
twenty horses, eight large modern wagons,
bag carriers, bags, brooms, sprinkiers,
shovels and all other implements necessary
to perfect organization. This reduction in
the cost has enabled them to further en-
large the daily schedule to 1,565,809 square
vards, upon which is employed 201 deserv-
ing men at a fair rate of compensation
promptly paild.

The machine sweeping, which comprises
a daily schedule of 730,000 square yards of
street surface, the most of which is swept
between the nours of 8 p.m. and 5 a.m., is
being done uider contract, at the low rate
of 18 cents per 1,000 square yards. The
work under the present contractor is being
performed in a very efficlent and satisfac-
tory manner; but as under the allotment of
$35,000 1t is Impossible to sweep any of the
streets oftener than twice a week, it Is
hoped that the appropriation may be so in-
creased as to allow some of the more im-
portant streets to be swept three times per
week.

Disposal of City Refunse.

The collection and disposal of city refuse
has been one of the long-standing prob-
lems with which the Commissioners have
had to contend.

In the appropriation aect for the current
year an appropriation of $115,000 was made
for the collection and disposal of all kinds
of city refuse; and the Commissioners were
authorized to enter into a contract or con-
tracta for a period of five years for the
performance of such work. The method of
disposal of garhage heretofore has to a
certain extent resulted in nuisance. The
collection thereof, under the careful super-
vision of the .iealth officer, has for several
years past been performed in a most effi-
clent and thorough manner; but the method
of conveying the material down the river
upon scows and depositing it along the
shores has been a source of endless com-
plaint,

The Commissioners, after careful consid-
eration, decided that the entire subject
matter of the disposal of city waste should
be placed under the supervision of the su-
perintendent of street cleaning, his depart-
ment appearing to them to be the one to
which the work most prBperly belonged.
The health office, which had supervised
the collection of garbage and night soll so
efficiently for many years, was thereby re-
lleved of this burdensome duty and left to
devote’its entire time to the special duties
for which it was established.

Regulations and specifications were there-
fore prepared, under the supervision of the
superintendent of street cleaning, and pro-
posals were solicited for the various classes
of work. For the collection and disposal
of garbage and dead animals the Washing-
ton Fertilizer Co. were the successful bid-
ders, at the contract price of $51,600 per
annum. The garbage and dead animals
will, under the contract with this company,
be disposed of by what I8 known as a re-
duction process, In regard to which it 1s
clalmed that in no instance has it failed to
give entire satisfaction. The material will
be conveyed twenty miles beyond the city
limts, and in such air-tight receptacles as
to cause the least possible nuisance; and
the people of Washington are to be con-
gratulated upon the fact that the shores
of the Potomac river will be freed from the
deposits of garbage apd refuse whose of-
fensive ndors have so Iong been a source of
annoyance to travelers upon that river.
The contract with the Washington Fertil-
izer Company will go Into effect December
1, 1900,

The accepted proposal for the collection
of ashes war that made by R. V. Rusk, for
a weekly collection service from private
residences, at £29,979 per annum. The ap-
propriation was not sufficient to allow the
acceptance of proposals for such removals
from other than private resldences, nor for
more frequent collectlons. The contractor
began operations August 1, 1800, and while
the service is not yet all that might be de-
sired, yet it 18 very commendable consider-
Ing the time it has been in operation and
:he time required to inaugurate a new sys-
em.

The proposals of R. V. Rusk for the col-
lection and disposal of night soll, at $17.000,
and waste paper and miscellaneous refuse,
at 88,000, were accepted; and the services
rendered have been found to be a marked
improvement over the old methods.

With a proper spirit of co-operation be-
tween the cltizens and the collectors in the
various branches of the service Washing-
ton will soon realize an ideal condition of
cleanliness and comfort.

The Metropolitan Police Force.

During the past fiscal year the police
force of the District has maintained the
high record of efliciency which has char-
acterized It for a long period of time.

On the 30th of June, 1900, the force con-
glsted of 571 members. By reason of sick-
ness, detalls and assignments to post duty
unly 315 privates could be assigned to pa-
trol duty. Of these only seventy-eight men
could be assigned to duty during the day-
time and 157 during the night. Yet this In-
sufiicient force upon actual patrol duty is
expected to protect the capital city of the
United States, with its population of 27K,718,
and an area of seventy-one square miles.

In the list of cities given in the report of
the major and superintendent, showing po-
Hee areas and numbers of policemen, It ap-
pears that St. Louls, with a prec.nect area of
40,0000 acres, has a force of 976 men, while
the Distriet of Columbia, with an area of
44,320 acres, has a force numbering only
o71. Of this force fifty-seven are assigned
to important post duties, and eighty-four to
special duty at localities where the servicesa
of policemen cannot be dispensed with. The
major and superintendent has asked for an
increase In his force of 160 men. The Com-
missioners have approved this estimate, and
they will earnestly urge that an appropria-
tion embodying tHis increase be enacted
into law

This increase would be but just were the
interests here to be protected merely those
of an ordinary municipality. When it is
considered that the police force of Wash-
Ington have in their keeping the security
of the Executive Manslon, the homes of the
representatives of foreign powers, of sena-
tors and representatives, and of all the resi-
dentlal officials of the federal government,
it will be seen that the responsibilities rest-
ing upon them are of the most serious and
dellcate’ nature, and that no polley of un-
wise economy should curtall this important
branch of the public service to a number
inconsistent with the dignity of Washington
among the great capitals of the world.

The major and superintendent notes many
recommendations in his report looking to
the Improvement of existing conditions, to
which the attention of Congress is earnestly
invited.

There Is embodled In his last anmual re-
port the codification of the statutes relating
to the police force and analogous subjects.
This proposed legislation has, as to the gen-
eral subject matter, recelved the approval
of the courts, the board of trade and the
Bar Assoclation, and should, in the opinion
of the Commissioners, be enacted Into law.

The Cemmissioners invite the favorable
consideration of the Congress to the recom-
mendation of the major and superintendent
that appropriate legislation be enacted In
order that the superior facilities afforded by
the Institution known as the Junior Repub-
lic, located In the state of Maryland, for the
reformation of youthful offenders, may be
u:illized for the wayward youth of the Dis-
trict.

There should also be made adequate pro-
vision for the payment of pensions to the
disabled members of the metropolitan police
force, Including its officers highest.in rank.
While the half-and-half provision for the
payment of all legitimate expenses of the
District should apply also to the police pen-
sion fund, yet, in case the committees of the
two houses should refuse to authorize such
equal payment on the part of the United
States, there will be an absolute necessity
of providing by law in gome manner for the
deficiency which annually exists in the fund
provided for this most just recognition of
faithful men who have become disabled In
the line of duty.

Bathing Beach,

The Commissioners are gratified to note
the continued popularity of the bathing
beach, and commend It to general favor.
The reports of the superintendent and of
the committee having general' supervision
of this branch of the municipal service give
an Interesting and inatructive account of its

operations during the bathing season of
1900, and point to measures by which itas
enhanced. It has

efficlency may be passed

beyond the stage of experiment, and Is re-
garded by thousands as_an indispensable
adjunct to the facllities afforded to the pub-
Hic for diversion, comfort and useful In-
struction.

The experience on which those recom-
mendations are based entitle the views
thereln expressed to the favorable consider-
ation of Congress.

There is a pressing demand for certain
municipal improvements, which have from
time to time recelved consideration from the
committees of Congress, and which, in the
opinion of the Commissioners, .cannot long-
er be ignored. It would be an insult to the
public spirit of our national legislators to
intimate that these necessary improve-
ments would for a moment be postponed
if the revenues of the Distriet were now
sufficient to meet the District's one-half
of the expenditures required for their com-
pletion. ;

This demand includes a muniecipal bulld-
ing; the completion of the sewerage dis-
posal system; the construction of a water
filtration plant and the Installation of a
complete system for the maintenance of an
abundant water supply to all parts of the
District.

The Commissioners do not belleve that
these Important and urgent matters should
be postponed until the revenues of the Dis-
trict become sufficlent in amount to pro-
vide for the payment of the one-haif
chargeable to the municipality. In view of
their paramount importance to the very
wellbeing of the people of the District, and,
so far as the most of them are concerned,
to the health of the public officlals residing
here, the public works mentioned should
be begun at once and carrled to their
earllest possible completion.

To accomplish this purpose one of two
plans should be authorized by the Con-
gress: 1st, an advance by the United States
of the amount necessary to meet the Dis-
trict’s one-half of the necessary expendi-
tures, to be repald in annual Installments;
or, second, the issuance of bonds to an
amount necessary to meet the District's

one-half of the necessary expenditures, to]

bear interest at the rate af 2 per centum
per annum, with the payment of the prin-
cipal and interest guaranteed by the United
States.

The benefits to be derived from these
proposed public works would inure to the
benefit of the people of the United States
and the District of Columbia during the
next century. The Commissioners belleve
that it would be a wise policy to make these
improvements for the Washington of the
future and to pledge future revenues for
the payment of the same.

Improvement of the Anacostia River.

In response to a joint resolution approved
April 11, 1895, which required the Secretary
of War to prepare and submit to the Con-
gress forthwith a project for the improve-
ment of the Anacostia river and the rec-
lamation of its flats from the line of the
District of Columbia to the mouth of said
river and an estimate of the cost of the
same, and to report on the area and owner-
ship of the land to be reclaimed, and if any
portion of the said land be vested in private
persons to estimate the cost of acquiring
the same, the acting secretary of war sub-
mitted a report on the 14th of December,
1898, embodying a communication from
Brigadier General John M. Wilson, chief of
engineers, U. S. A., and a report with maps
by Lieutenant Colonel Charles J. Allen,
corps of engineers, of a survey of Anacostlia
river, estimating the cost of the reclama-
tior. of the Potomac flats from the mouth
of the Anacostia to the Navy Yard bridge
an- from the Navy Yard bridge to Benning
bridge, at $2,1%4,720, with a statement that
$400,000 could be judiciously expended an-
nually under that plan.

While this matter is wholly under the
control of the federal government, the Com-
missioners deem it only falr to the people
of the District to state that they regard
this proposed Improvement as one of the
highest importance to the ‘best Interests
of the national capital. ’ :

A recent statement has been prepared
for the use of the Commissioners showing
the number of cases of malarial disease re-
pcried by 433 physiclans during the months
of July, August and September, 19. For
the purpose of the computation, an estimate
made by the health officer in December,
1808, showing a population of 287,462, was
used. From the said report it appears that,
In the northeast section of the city, with a
population of 11 per cent of the said total,
there were found 21 per cent of the total
nur.ber of malarial cases; in the southeast
section, with 10 per cent of the total pop-
ulation, 17 per cent of the total number of
malarial cases were found; and east of
tha Anacostia river, with 4 per cent of the
total population, the number of malarlal
cases amounted to 14 per cent of the total.

The annual report of Surgeon General
Van Reypen states that in 1805, 48 per
cent of the persons employed at the navy
yard became {1l with malaria at various
times during that year.

A report to the Commissioners from the
superintendent of the Government Hospital
for the Insane, during the months of July,
August and September, 1900, shows as fol-
lows: Intermittent, 817; remittent, 67; Ir-
regular, 119; making a total of 5% malarial

caces in  that institution during three
mcrths,
The Commissioners belleve that no

stronger argument could be presented,

showing the urgent necessity for an im-

mediate beginning of this Important work.
Board of Charities.

Upon the recommendation of the superin-
tendent of charities, Herbert W. Lewls,
who crowned his faithful service to the
Distriet with this act, and in response to
the request of many of the citizens who
are Interested in philanthroplic work, Con-
gress abolished, at its last session, the of-
fice of the superintendent of charitles, and
created in its stead a board of charities to
be appointed by the President of the United
States and to have supervision, under the
authority of the Commissioners, of all
penal, reformatory and charitable institu-
tions sustalned in whole or in part by pub-
lic funds within the Distriect of Columbia.
The board of charities was provided by
Congress “to promote the effective and
economical management of tHe affaird’” of
the Institutions under Its supervision and
to co-ordinate thelr efforts so as to bring
them into genuine cu-uperation. It 1s be-
lleved that such a board, made up of emi-
nent citizens, serving without compensa-
tion, will be able to do this work better
than a superintendent of charities, required
by law to be a non-resident and recelving a
salary for hils services. The people of the
District were gratified by the appointment
of 5. W. Woodward, John Joy Edson, 8i-
mon Wolf, George W. Cock and Charles P.
Neill as members of this board of charities.
They promptly took up the work assigned
to them by the act of Congress, and will
be prepared to submit the preliminary re-
port respecting it at the tcoming session nf
Congress, transmitting, in the meantime,
an estlmate for substantially the same ap-
propriation as was made last year for the
institutions under the supervision of the
board. It Is belleved that this board will
be able to carry out the purpose of the act,
and thus bring about a better system Of
public charities. The reports of the charita-
ble and reformatory Iinstitutions for the
past fiscal year Indicate that they have
done their work as well as in former years.
The comp’ction of the new bullding at the
Reform £ ol for Girls will give inc.eased
accommodu. .ons that will greatly facilitate
its work. The plans for a chapel and as-
sembly hall at the Reform School for Boys
have been approved and preparations made
for beginning building.

Health Department.

The health department, whose operations
are of such vital importance to the wel-
fare of the District, has been remndering as
efficlent service as possible with its inade-
quate force. The health efficer:has done all
that could possibly be expected to improve
the health conditions of: the District, ad-
ministering his office with intglligence and
energy. The Commissioners cordially ap-
prove the recommendations ve maakes in his

annual report.
The population of the District. as shown
taken in June,

by the United States ¢

1000, was 278,718, conside r less than had
been anticipated, In view &f. the police cen-
sus of April, 1807. The jptal number of
deaths during the tw onths coverad
by this report was :The death raie
was, therefore, 2137 pe¢ :thousand, and
shows a slight dec.e~-e gince iast year; it

!

is, however, slightly In excess of the aver-
age for the past five years. Of tne de-
cedents, 3,325 were white and 2.628 colored.
No definite statement can be made, how-
ever, as to the relative death rate in the
two races in view of the fact that the fed-
eral census has not yet reached a point
where 1t will permit such calculations to be
made. The most regrettable feature of the
reported mortality 18 the increase in the
number of deaths from typhold fever. The
total number »f such deaths, 221, Is not
large, yet it points to the existence of a
ccnsiderable number of cases of this dis-
ease which, being preventable, should not
have existed. It is hoped #nd expected that
the proposed filtration of the public water
sunpply will materially diminish the preva-
lence of typhoid fever in this Distriet, even
if it does not prevent it altogether.

Scarlet fever has been less prevalent than
during last year, but the number of cases
of diphtheria has increased. The health de-
partment was enabled, through the agency
of the milk law, to suppress an outbreak of
the former disease, Involving thirty-three
cases, due to milk infection. The wards
for the reception of minor contagious dis-
eases, which have been constructed in con-
nection with Providence and Garfleld
Memorial Hospitals, have been constantly
occupied by wvatients suffering from such
diseases, for whom, prior to the existence
of such wards, no hospital accommodations
whatsoever were available. Many of these
patlents were treated at public expense,
but some came from well-to-do familles,
and sought hospital treatment solely on ac-
count of the advantages offered by It.
S8mallpox ha. been present during the
greater part of the year. The mild charac-
ter of the disease, and the repeated Impor-
tation of it from other places, have ren-
dered its suppression difficult, and a few
cases remain under treatment at the close
of the perlod covered by this report.

The abolition of the box privy nulsance
proceeds more slowly each year as he
total number of such structures diminishes.
Only 38 have been done away with during
the yea=. Difficulty has been experienced
in securing the abolition of box privies on
property belonging to non-residents because
of the sbsence of an appropriation enabling
the Commissioners to have such connez-
tions made and to assess the cost against
the property benefited. This difficulty has,
however, been removed to a certain extent
by a small appropriation for use during the
prezent flsca! year. A further obstacle is
being plwced in the way of the abatement
of this nuisance by secret conveyances o1
property on which box privies exist. In
such cases no deeds are placed on record,
g0 that the health department is unable to
discover elther the name or the address of
the supposed real owner, the owner ol
record relieving himself from liability bw
filing with the district attorney an affi-
davit alleging a sale of the property, or by
going on the witness stand at the trial and
alleging such a sale. The manifest purpose
of such transactions Is the evasion of re-
spongib’lity for the sanitary condition ot
premises In this District. It suggests the
advisability of legislation requiring deeds
to be recorded within some specified lengii
of time after they take effect.

Prosecutions instituted during the year
for violation of the provision of an act o
prevent th- manufacture and sale of adui-
terated foods anc drugs resulted in an
appeal ‘n one case to the Court of Appeals,
The court, however, in an opinion handed
down on February 7, 1900, sustained the
law. Tne authority of the health depart-
ment with reference to such matters has,
therefore, been strengthened.

Inspection of dairy farms and of dairy
products under the laws enacted for that
purpose has been carried on as thoroughly
as the available inspection force would
permit. The general quality of milk brought
into the District has, from a chemical
standpoint, been good. There is, however,
need for the extension of the Inspection
service to outlying farms from which milk
is shippec Into this District. The sanitary
condition of the premises on which milk
is produced, and the physical condition
of the cowe producing it, are of vital im-
portance to the consumer, and yet cannct
be satisfactorily determined by chemical
methods. The milk law needs certain
amendments which have been pointed out
in a special report made during the year.

The inspection of live stock is on an un-
satisfactory basis because of the absence
of needad legislation and of a sufficient in-
spection force. The esiablishment of one
or two public abattoirs would solve the
problem in respect to this work. In the ab-
sence of such abattoirs, however, leglsla-
tion i8 needed to authorize the licensing of
sluughter houses and to regulate the hours
of slaughter. S8laughtering at night and on
Sunday, s0 as to avoid inspection, have
been resorted to In some cases, and cannot
be prevented under existing law.

In the preceding report of the Commis-
sioners it was noted tnat a case involving
the validity of the act for the prevention nf
smoke was pending in the Court of Appeals.
The opinion in this case was handed down
on May 8, 1900, and fully sustained the law.
P’rosecutions that were insaiuted prior to
this test case have been discontinued, as in
view of the length of time since the al-
leged offenses occurreg it was believed that
no good resulis could be secured by conun-
uing them. Since the decision of the Court
of Appeals all reasonable effort has been
made to induce parties responsible for
smoky chimneys to adopt such measures as
were necessary to enable them to comply
with the law. In some cases such efforis
have been successful, but in others vivla-
ticns of the statute continue. One proseci-
t:on has already been instituted and is now
pending, and others are about to be begun.
It has been suggested that the smocke
law requires ceriain amendments, but .n
view of the fact Lhat its validity, and, Lo a
certain extent, Its construction, have al-
ready been passed upon by the Court of Ap-
peals, it seems undesirable to tamper
with it.

An effort has been made to enforce the
act to cause the removal of weeds, but
without perceptible effect. The weed nuis-
ance is 80 extenslve that it has been Impos-
8ible to under:take more than to secure ihe
removal of weeds upon complaint and In
cases in which they were causing nuisance
in fact. No effort has been made to cause
the removal of all such vegetation, as th=
inspection force at the disposal of the health
department has been entirely Inadegquate
for such a task, and as there has been no
appropriation to enable the Commis-
sloners to cause the removal of weeds
from the property of non-resident own-
ers under the assessment system. BSuch
an appropriation having been made It
willl be possible during the present
fiscal year to do someth.ng toward remov-
Ing vegetation of this character from prop-
erty belonging to non-residents, but until
the Inspection force of the health depart-
ment Is Increased the law cannot be en-
forced generally. It has been suggested
that the removal of weeds could be more ef-
fectually secured by requiring all owners
or occupants of property to cut them and
carry them away on or before certain spacl-
fled dates without notice, and authorizing
the Comissioners to have them cut in all
cases where the law has not been thus com-
plled with, without further notice, the cost
of such work to be assessed agalnst the
property whether belonging to residents or
non-residents. It {s respectfully
mended that the legislation necessary to
secure this result be enacted.

The Increased work done by the pound
service during the year has demonstrated
more forcibly than has ever been demon-
strated before the necessity for a new
pound. The present structure used for this
purpose was designed for temporary occu-
Lpancy only; It is badly located and poorly
constructed. It is urged that provision be
made for the erection of a new pound, and
in connection with it a suitable stable for
the use of the health department to replace
the unsatisfactory rented structure now
occupied.

It is a remarkable fact that in this Dis-
trict there are no public bathing facilitien
available during cool and cold weath, and
that the only such facflities available dur-
ing the summer season at the bathing
beach are at best a makeshift, so far as re-
gards purposes of simple cleanliness. As
a large number of citizens are so unfortu-
nately- aituated as to have no bathing fa-
cilities in their residences, they are in
actual need of public baths. The example
of other citiea points to the importance of
establishing rm’le bath houses Itor the

mmﬂon Otet::lda:d. that actl
B recomm on be
taken toward that end.
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The most important statement In the an-

recom-:

nual report of the corconer is that which
calls attention once more to the need for
a suitable morgue, which, as he says, "Is so
self-evident as to require no demonstra-
tion."” The Commissioners recommend an
appropriation of $15,000 for a bullding for
that purpose. It is hoped that the District
may no longer be obliged to use a por-
tion of the stable in the rear of one of
the police stations, which is the only place
now avallable for a morgue

The total number of deaths investigated
by the coroner during the fiscal yvear was
775, a decrease of six from the number In-
vestigated in the year before.

Electric Department.

The greatly Increased use of electricity
in the District of Columbia has made It
necessary to establish a new department of
the District government, which ought to
have full recognition commensurate with
the importance of its work, which also in-
cludes the gas a-1 naphtha lighting sys-
tem, telephone service and fire alarm tele-
graph. A portion of the officers and em-
ployes of this department are on the per-
manent rolls of the District government,
but a considerable number are simply on
tne per diem rolls. The efficient head of
the department, the electrical engineer, is
himself carried on the per diem rolls. As
a matter of business organlzation, and for
the good effect it would have upon the
men engaged In the work, this department
ought to be placed on the same basis as
other departments of the District govern-
ment. The volume and lmportance of the
work done by the electrical engineer appear
in his annual report.

Gas Lighting.

The results obtalned from the few Wels-
bach street lignts now maintained are so
successful as to warrant the recommenda-
tion that the system be extended, £.d foe

that purpose it is recommended that the
amount be Increased from $5,000 to $15,000.

Incandescent Electrioc Lighting.
The extension of this satisfactory system
of lighting is prohibited east of Rock creek
by lack of authority In the Commissioners
to grant permission for the stringing of

the necessary wires and the erection of
poles. It is recommended that the Com-
missioners be given such authority as will
enable them to erect wires and poles east
of Hock creek and outside of the fire limits.
Electriec Arc Lighting.

- o extension of this system of lighting
beyond the city llmits can be made under
tue precent wording of the appropriation
act only where co: luits exist or where the
bul'ding of conduits would be remunerative
to the electric lighting company. There are
a .few main thoroughfares into the ecity
where the gas lighting facilities are v olly
inadequ_.te and where arc lights could be
maintained to great advantage. To do this,
however, It would be necessary to etect
overhead wires, either upon existing poles
or upon poles erected especially for that
purpose. It 18 recommended, therefore,
that the wording of this appropriation be
changed as follows:

“Provided, however, that the Commission-
ers of the District of Columbia are hereby
authorized to permit the erectlon of poles
and the stringing of wires thereon cutside
of the limits of the city of Washington, as
in their judgment may be necessary for the
maintenance of public electrlc arc lamps,
such poles and wires to be used only for
public electric arc lighting."

Another change which seems desirable is
that, where there are rallroad conduits now
laid, having sufficient available duect room
for lighting wires, the Commissioners
should be authorized to grant permission to
the owners of said conduits to connect them
to public arc lamps. On New York avenue
from Tth street northwest to Florida ave-
nue northeast, on C and D streets northeast
from 2d to 13th streets and on 3th street
from Massachusetis to New York avenues
there are conduits originaily laid by the
City and Suburban Raillway Company, in
which there are available ducts controlled
by the two lighting companies. By the
wording of the act approved June 27, 189S,
amending the charter of the Eckington and
Soldiers’ Home Railway Company the rail-
way company is prohibited from using their
conduit or cables or electrical conductors of
any character whatever for the purpose of
electric lighting and power, except for the
operation of their road. It is suggested
that this act be amended as follows:

“That so much of public act No. 158, ap-
proved June 27, 1898, amending 4he charter
of the Eckington and Soldiers’ Home Rail-
way Company of the District of Coiumbia,
and for other purpuses, which provides,
‘That nothing herein contained shall be
construed as authorizing or permitting said
ccmpany to use thelr conduits or cables or
electrical conducitors of any character
whatever for the purpose of electric light-
ing or power, except such as may be neces-
sary for the lighting and propelling of the
cars and other machinery of such road and
the power house of said company, or other
property owned or acquired by sald com-
pany adjacent to the lines of the road and
necessary for the operation of said road,’ is
hereby repealed, and the Commissioners of
the District of Columbia are hereby author-
ized In their judgment to permit the use of
the conduits and cables and electrical con-
ductors of the City and Suburban Rallway
Company to be used for public lighting pur-
poses, and are authorized to permit connec-
tions for such purposes to be made to the
conduits of this company."

It is very desirable that a portlon, at
least, of the above mentioned streets should
be lighted by means of arc lights, and this
proposed legislation will permit this to be
done without the bullding of additionai
street conduits.

Telephone Condults.

Attention Is invited to the fact that the
Chesapeake and Potomac Telephone Com-
pany 1s prevented from bullding condulits,
either to bury its existing wires or 10 make
extensione to its existing underground sys-
tem, while the electric lighting companles
enjoy unlimited privileges in this diraction.
The telephone company is ready and willing
to take down a great many of their over-
head lines, which they cannot do, however,
without the bullding of additional condulis.
A carefully drawn-up bill was Intrnduced
in Congress at its last sesslon, which would
not only relieve this restricted condicion of
affairs, but enable the company to extend
its house connections by means of over-
head wires outside of the city limits, which
they are now prohibited from dolng by the
existing law. This bill (H. R., No. 9053) has
many features which it would be desirabie
to have enacted.

Under the present law no telephone wires
of any description or character can
erected outside of the city limits, and with-
In those limits only such wires as can be
strung from alley pole to alley pole. This
restriction has resulted In depriving nu-
merous citizens of telephone service and
has worked hardship to many. Some relief
In this direction {8 urgently demanded.

District Wires.

The electric department has succeeded In
rebuilding the majority of the telephone
lires maintained by the District, substitut-
Ing metallic circults for old grounded cir-
cuits. There remain but three engine
houses, one police statlon and five schools
to be changed. In addition to this about
one mile of pole line, carrying over thirty-
seven miles of wire, has been removed and
the equivalent wires placed in underground
conduits of the telephone company. With
liberal appropriations from Congress this
work will be carried on until a large portion
of the District are placed under

ground.
" Electric Rallways.

A blll was again Introduced at the last
session of Con.agress requiring each and
every rallway company in the District to
install and use metallic circult trolley sys-
tems, -either overhead or underground, and
to abandon the use of rail and ground re-
turns. This bill is of conslderable impor-
tance in affording protection to subservice
pipes, cables, wires and other metallic con-

structions, and should be passed. The
Washington Traction and Bleetric Com-
g;ny. anticipating such legislation, has re-

ullt a large portion of the overhead trol-
ley lines controlled by it with the double

trolley system, but is operating only one of
such lines with that system.

Electrie Wiring.

A Dbill requiring that all electrical con-
tractors and wiremen should be licensed,
creating a board of electrical control to
supervise electrical Installations and re-
quiring that the District shall inspect thae
Installation of all electric wires and plants

in buildings has been Introduced and Ita
passage will be urged by the Commission-
ers. With this enacted the danger from
cheap and unworkmanlike construction In
electric wiring would be reduced to a min-
:lmuné and the danger from fires greatly re-
uced.

Fire Department.

The fire department has maintained its
reputation for efficlency, although during
the year it had no remarkable fires to fight,
It responded, however, to 639 alarms during
the fiscal year and dld good service as
usual. The need for an enlargement of the
department and for the Improvement of
the existing buildings belonging to it is
still great, notwithstanding the fact that
through the action of Congress two addi-
tional truck companies and one chemical
engine company have been provided. The
Increased facilities for rapid transit have
spread the population of the District over
all portions of it, so that there has been a
general and rapid increase in the number
of buildings in the suburban places which,
therefore, appeal, with reason, for fire pro-
tection that cannot be given without weak-
ening that to which the older portions of
the District are entitled. At the same
time the normal increase of population
and the number of buildings in the city of
Washington, Including Georgetown, demand
an Increase of fire prgtection there. The
chief of the fire defirtment gives good
reasons In nls annual report for an in-
crease of three new engines companles and
two new truck companies. The Commis-
sloners would gladly ask for all of these,
but, In view of the other pressing needs of
the District, they have asked In their estl-
mates for only one new engine (ompany
and one new truck company, and defer the
others until next year. A stable whera
the sick and disabled horses of the fira
department may be treated and extra
horses kept is greatly needed, and is once
more asked for.

As a mere matter of justice, a :ifteen per
cent Increase of the salaries of the offi-
cers and men of the fire department, which
has been asked In this year's estimates
by the Commissioners, should be granted.
For some reason the fire department has
never received the same rates of com-
pensation as other departments under the
District government, although its members
work as hard, and with as great and con-
stant risk, as any other employes of the
District, while they are separated from
thelr families as no other employes are.
It has become difficult to retain first-class
men in the department because of the fact
that their compensation is so inadeguate.

The increase of the department and the
expansion of the city demand that the
number of assistant ~hlefs shall be in-
creased from two to four. At present each
of the assistant chiefs has to respond to
all alarms In one-half of the District, night
and day. This is more than any man can
do easily and well, and there is no doubt
that the service will be improved by dou-
bling the number of these officers,

The fire alarm system of the District of
Cclumbia continues to give great satisfac-
tion. The electrical engineer and his as-
gistants-in Immediate charge of fire alarm
headquarters have adoptel every lmprove-
ment that can be devised to Increase its
efficiency. The employes in charge of it
show a singular fidelity and industry under
very unccmfortable conditions at head-
quarters.

Centennial Celebration.

Under the action of Congress and the
steps taken by the committees authorized to
make arrangements for the celebration of
the centennial of the establishment of the
seat of government in the District of Co-
lumbia, Wednesday, December 12, has been
selected as the day for the ceremonies, A
simple but dignified and worthy celebration
is provided in the program prepared by -he
executive committee, representing Congr: ss,
the governors of the slates and territoiles
and the citizens of the District of Columbia,
who have had the co-operation of the Pres-
ident of the United States In their prepara~
tions.

A reception by the President in honor of
the governors of the states and territories
at the Executive Mansion in the morning,
during which brief addresses on the history
of the White House. the history of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and the development of
the nation will be delivered. and addresses
on the subject of the celebration, by emi-
nent senators and representatives, at a
join' sesslon of the Senate and House, In
the afternoon, are the principal features of
the program.

A wllitary and naval parade is to escort
the President and his distinguished guests
from the White House to the Capitol at
noon. The people of the District of Co-
lumbia have shown a deep interest in the
preparations for the celebration of this
memcrable annilversary, and there is every
reazon to belleve that it will prove to be a
notable occasion.

Senler of Weighta and Measuren,
The sealer of weights and measures 1is
able to report continued Improvement in the
work of his office, which has been carried
forward with zeal and discretion. He re-
purts that there Is very evident ifmprove-
nient made in the scales and measures {n
use in the District. He recommends that
there should be an annual Inspection of all
measures, Instead of simply one inspection
in each case. He also recommends an in-
spection and sealing of milk jars for the
protection of the public, which would re-
quire an additional assistant sealer at a sal-
ary of $300 per annum, which outgo would
b= more than counterbalanced by the in-
come from fees. The sealer makes other in-
telligent and Interesting suggestions, which
are worthy of consideration.

Harbormaster.

The harbor master has done the best he
could to police the waters of the District of
Columbia with his police boat, **Vigilant,”
and has accomplished wonders when it is
considered that his boat is probably the
slowest on the river, and that he has only
& day crew. It is high time that the Dis-
trict should have a suitable boat for this
necessary business and that the harbor
master should have a night crew as well as
a day crew. This I8 more necessary than
ever. now that new duties have been placed
upon the Commissioners respecting the
wharfage of the water front. It seems plain
that there should be no further delay In
this matter, and the modest estimate sub-
mitted by the harbor master will be earn-
estly commended to the attention of Con-
gress.

Excise Board.

The excise board teports that 515 retail
licenses were issued in the year ending Oc-
tober 81, 1900, which is one less than dur-
ing the same period of the preceding year;
while the total number of wholesale
licenses issued was 125, the same as in
the former period.

The Commissioners desire to repeat their
commendation of the execise bill now pend-
ing in Congress, providing needed amend-
ments for the excise law.

Board of Edacation.

Congress having provided at its last ses-
sion as a result of an Investigation made
by the Benate committee on the District
of Columbia for a reorganization of the
public school system, creating a board of
education of seven members, in place of
the board of school trustees of the public
schools, and a superintendent with two
assistant superintendents in place of the
superintendent of white schools and the
superintendent of colored schools, the Com-
missioners, according to the direction of
Congress, appointed the board of educa-
tion to serve beginning the first day of
July. As the act required that members
of the board must have been for five years
immediately preceding the appointment
residents and mxplgg;. &:;db::ﬂtlhe wortz
or reorganization w. was
do had to be ormed largely between
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